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supplied by table and floor lamps, correctly placed to elimi-
nate eyestrain. Ventilation should, of course, be good.
The floors, walls, ceilings, and windows should be as much
like those of a home as possible. A durable broadloom rug
is not a great extravagance, if it is in accordance with com-
munity standards. Other suitable floor coverings such as
beautifully designed linoleum are available. High ceilings can
be lowered by bringing the color of the ceiling down several
inches on the wall and finishing it with a suitable border.8
Curtains and shades at the windows should be kept in har-
mony with the interior of the room. At the same time the
architecture of the exterior of the building should not be
disregarded. The curtains should be attractive yet durable in
quality so that the children can keep them clean. Wall hang-
ings, pictures, bowls of flowers, books in a home-style book-
case, and magazines are as important as the sewing machines
and stoves.9 The children will enjoy them more if they are
permitted to help in their selection or making.
Careful planning is needed to make the living room
adaptable for many uses. A blackboard for use in committee
meetings as well as in classes can be flush with the wall. It
should have a narrow chalk rail, and be concealed when not
in use by a suitable wall hanging which is hung on a rod and
equipped with rings and a cord so that it can be pulled over
the board.10
Other softening details may be thought of to help this
room to encourage relaxation. All the equipment should rep-
resent a living standard which the majority of the pupils
might attain, and should be durable, yet artistic, and homelike
rather than institutional in character. For example, a knee-
hole or Governor Wirithrop desk is as useful as the school-
room style, and easier to live with.
The room might have bookshelves, a reading stand, easy
8 Ivol Spafford, Fundamentals in Teaching Home Economics, p. 145.
9 Ibid,, p. 340.
10 U. S. Office of Education^ Vocational Division, Space and Equipment for
Instruction, p. SB.